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At Brazos Place we strive to empower, enrich 
and endow the lives of our clients, our 

community and our staff.
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Spring/Summer  2008 VOL IV

Brazos Place was awarded a 
grant for the purchase of 
educational materials for 
Women in Crisis in the amount 
of $4,996.  Board Members 
joined with Co-Directors to 
accept the check at the awards 
presentation at River Place in 
Freeport in July, 2007. Brazos 
Place is honored to be a 
recipient of this award and  
extends our gratitude to Dow 
Chemical Company.

Brazos Place has made application and has been 
awarded $75,000 for FY 2008-2009 from 
Brazoria County United Way.  Application to 
Mainland Community United Way of Galveston 
County has been submitted and the Fund 
Distribution Committee is in the process of 
determining actual awards.  RFP’s have been 
submitted to DSHS (Department of State Health 
Services) and Victoria County Adult Probation for 
FY 2008-2009.  The State of Texas has awarded 
monies to several probation departments under 
Rider 84C.  Brazos Place has committed 12 beds 
monthly to service the needs of the Rider 84C 
participants including Fort Bend, Galveston and 
Wharton Counties.  Many thanks go out to these 
organizations for their efforts to support the 
work we do at Brazos Place.

Awards ~ Other Funding SourcesAwards ~ Other Funding Sources

Board of Board of 
Directors Directors 

Left to Right:  Jay Gibson, Irene Ocanas, Linda                 
Buechter, Nancy Lamkins, Cheryl Young, Kay Mason 
and Rebecca Shawver

Cheryl Young , CFO and Co-Director                     Linda Buechter,  Program Director and Co-Director   

BRAZOS PLACE  Receives Dow GrantBRAZOS PLACE  Receives Dow Grant
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Co-Directors, Cheryl and 
Linda and Board President, 
Irene Ocanas attended  
Brazoria County United 
Way funding committee 
meetings to explain the 
programs and fund requests 
in March.

On May 22nd, Linda  
attended the Mainland 
Community United Way 
Fund Distribution 
Committee meeting to 
answer questions posed by 
the Committee referencing 
the need for funding at 
Brazos Place.

Co-Directors, Cheryl and 
Linda met with Nola Copus, 
John Smith, and Dennis 
Fink from Brazosport 
Medical Center and Gloria 
Luna from Brazoria County 
United Way to discuss a 
Memorandum of 
Understanding between 
Brazos Place and 
Brazosport Medical Center 
for provision of services to 
clientele and staff of Brazos 
Place.

Linda will attend Summer 
Institute on August 24 – 30 
to obtain Continuing 
Education Units for 
Licensure requirements and 
to obtain Seeking Safety 
Training. Counselors Donna 
Longbine and Anita English 
will attend the TAIP 
Conference in July.

Directors CornerDirectors Corner Special MentionSpecial Mention

Staff News  Staff News  

Brazos Place would like to welcome our newest Board 
Members:

Melissa Adams Dr. Michele Alphonse
Al Guevara Bob Sipple

Melissa owns Active American Mobility and Medical 
Supply, Dr. Alphonse is on staff with Dow Chemical, 
Al Guevara is on staff with Brazosport Regional 
Health System and Bob Sipple is Mayor of Lake 
Jackson and on staff with c3controls.  Each one 
brings expertise to benefit Brazos Place in their role 
as board member.  Brazos Place appreciates the 
commitment each has made to the success of Brazos 
Place.

Congratulations!!Congratulations!!

Wanda Bell and Anita English have obtained their LCDC 
Licensure, giving Brazos Place a total of 7 Licensed Chemical 
Dependency Counselors.  Brazos Place is truly blessed by each.  
We have a great group of Counselors.

Happy Birthdays are extended to our special staff

June Christine Edwards (8th)  Ruth Rollerson (10th)

Wanda McGehee (20th)  Rosa Cardenas (24th)

Marilyn Coday (26th)      Cindy Lively (28th)

July Cheryl McComb (2nd)     Linda Buechter (21st)

August Sophia Salas (7th)          Eloy Hinojosa (12th)

Dan Ricketts (14th)        Rita Childs (24th)

Welcome to our newest staff members

Counselors Sherry Atkins & Wanda Bell

Administration Rosa Cardenas & Rita Childs

Direct Care Alvaris Jackson & Sharon Kimbrough

Kitchen Cheryl McComb, Connie Pena & Sophia Salas
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TestimonialsTestimonials

Spotlight on our EmployeesSpotlight on our Employees
This quarter features our Special Kitchen Staff.  
These ladies begin their day at 5:30 am to 
provide 3 full meals daily for the clients of Brazos 
Place.
Our Kitchen Supervisor is Sophia Salas. Sophia 
has been with Brazos Place since August of 2007.  
Her tireless efforts have resulted in an organized, 
well stocked kitchen.  She has been an 
inspiration to staff, teaching each to cook new 
menus from “scratch”, adding to their already 
vast knowledge.  Her staff consists of  Kitchen 
Aide, Cheryl McComb, hired in April, Cook,
Connie Pena, hired in April, Kitchen Aide and 
Cook, Wendy Rangel – 1 year, Cook, Ruth 
Rollerson – 2 years and Cook, Lucretia Watts
– 5-1/2 years.  Brazos Place feels blessed to 
have such dedicated ladies who love to create 
special meals for the clients.  They consistently 
create well balanced dietary dishes to meet the 
needs of clients with special needs.  We 
recognize each lady for their commitment to the 
facility and to the welfare of our clients.

I thought the staff at Brazos Place were great.  I’ve learned so much more about what I had 
to do to live a healthy, drug free life.  Thank you to all at Brazos Place.                                           

Recovering ClientRecovering Client

Brazos Place gave me an idea on what was to become of me when I get out.  The Counselors 
provided a very educational process to show me choices I have and the tools I need to know 
how to handle myself in uncomfortable situations.  I want to thank everyone on staff at 
Brazos Place.  You are all God centered individuals.  It was by your examples that I became 
willing to look at myself and reach help and grab life with hope, faith, courage and honesty.  
If asked would I recommend someone to this place, I would with high regards and respect.  
Thank you Brazos Place.

Grateful LearnerGrateful Learner

My stay at Brazos Place was very educational and motivating.  It gave me the will to want the 
best for myself, which is my sobriety.  I hope that Brazos Place will continue to keep its doors 
open for people like me.

Filled with Hope for my FutureFilled with Hope for my Future

I have really enjoyed the time that I have had in our meetings. I have really enjoyed the time that I have had in our meetings. It really does work.  The It really does work.  The 
stories you hear, the knowledge of the Counselors, all the videostories you hear, the knowledge of the Counselors, all the videos and most of all the sharing s and most of all the sharing 
and understanding.and understanding.

Thank You Brazos PlaceThank You Brazos Place

Left to Right:  Ruth Rollerson, Cheryl McComb, Lucretia 
Watts, Wendy Rangel and Kitchen Supervisor, Sophia Salas
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Brazos Place received an Exemplar Award 
from the United Way of Brazoria County.  
The Exemplar Award is presented to those 
businesses who accomplish 100% 
employee participation by payroll 
deduction.  This Award was for the 2007 
United Way Campaign.  Brazos Place, as a 
recipient of United Way Funding, believes 
in giving as well as receiving.  We thank 
the United Way for the opportunity to 
participate and we thank each staff 
member for their participation.

Community Partnership Community Partnership –– Brazosport Medical Brazosport Medical 
Center and Brazos PlaceCenter and Brazos Place

Left to Right:  Cheryl Young, John Smith, Nola Copus, 
Dennis Fink and Linda Buechter.

Brazos Place has partnered with 
Brazosport Medical Center to provide 
services to the clientele and staff of 
Brazos Place.  A Memorandum of 
Understanding was instituted by 
both Non-Profits, in an effort to 
provide services to a population that 
struggles to obtain medical and 
dental services.  Brazos Place is 
grateful to Brazosport Medical 
Center for the opportunity to 
participate in their services.  It is our 
hope that we will make a difference 
in the lives of those we service.
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Special Recognition ~ Glen Hill PlumbingSpecial Recognition ~ Glen Hill Plumbing

Brazos Place would like to dedicate this space to 
acknowledging our appreciation to Glen Hill  of Glen Hill 
Plumbing.
Glen has continually watched out for the best interest of 
Brazos Place and always tries to remedy our plumbing 
issues in the most cost effective way possible, many 
times spending extra time to find creative solutions.
The Board of Directors and staff of Brazos Place recognize 
Glen Hill for his dedication to service, and watchful care 
over the plumbing at Brazos Place.  We thank you for 
your dedication to Brazos Place. 

Your Help is needed

DONATE TODAY
No matter who you are …… YOU 
CAN HELP!!

Brazos Place is a residential treatment 
facility for males and females 18+ years 
old, who express a strong desire to begin 
the process of recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or other drugs. Many of our 
clients are homeless and are in need of 
the basic necessities. There are many 
ways that you can help. 

Financial Support -

whatever you can afford. 

Donate Items for our  

clients in need. (see list)

Items Needed

Linens

Sheets (twin)   Towels        Pillows     Blankets

Personal Hygiene 
Soap              Razors          Deodorant
Shampoo       Conditioner    Toothpaste
Toothbrushes

Medications
Antacids         Dayquil          Cough drops

Big Ticket
Gas weed-eater  Storage Building
Any donation is always needed and 
appreciated

Call or E- mail TODAY!
For more information on how to get involved,

call Rosa Cardenas – Volunteer Coordinator     

979-233-3826 ext 100      reception@brazosplace.org

http://www.brazosplace.org


2008 Annual Fundraiser ~ Ticket Sales2008 Annual Fundraiser ~ Ticket Sales

Brazos Place is the recipient of a 1994 Chevrolet Suburban 
donated by EPD, Inc.  For our annual fundraiser, Brazos 
Place will sell tickets for a drawing to win this vehicle. 

It has a radio, cassette and TV/VCR Player.  The Air 
conditioner has been serviced and blows cold air, oil has 
recently been changed and disc brakes and shoes have 

been replaced.  Mileage is 156,000, less than 12,000 per 
year, so it is considered low mileage.

This vehicle seats 7 – 3 in the third seat, 2 bucket seats in 
the middle and 2 bucket seats in front – all leather. 

The Drawing will be held at Noon on August 7, 2008, at 
Texas Gulf Bank with Brazos Place Board President 

drawing the winning ticket.  Tickets will sell for $20 per 
ticket or 6 for $100 to any licensed driver, age 18 or over.

A total of 400 tickets maximum will be sold.  This is a 
great value for your money and will be a great opportunity 

to support the work of Brazos Place! 

For more information or locations of ticket sales call

233-3826.

www.brazosplace.org
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