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At Brazos Place we strive to empower, enrich 
and endow the lives of our clients, our 

community and our staff.
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1103 North Avenue H                    Freeport       Texas                      77541
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Cliff Dusek, Brazos Place Board 
Member, representing the 
Methodist Men’s Barbecue 
donation distribution committee, 
presented a $500 donation to 
Brazos Place on June 5, 2007, 
accepted by Co-Director Cheryl 
Young (Chief Financial Officer) of 
Brazos Place.  The Brazos Place 
Board, staff and clients thank all 
those who worked tirelessly to 
make  this contribution possible.

Cheryl has been busy this quarter making application 
for several grants.  After attending a grant workshop 
at the Continuing Education Center in Lake Jackson, 
Cheryl put her newly acquired knowledge to the test.  
We have news of two successful grant applications:  
Women Building Community for $2,500 and Dow 
Chemical for $5,000.  The Dow check presentation is 
scheduled for July 10th.  Many thanks go out to these 
organizations for their efforts to support the work we 
do at Brazos Place.  Applications for proceeds have 
been submitted to both BP and Valero for their 
upcoming Golf Tournaments.  DSHS  and Fort Bend  
County have awarded additional $$$ for services 
during FY 2007.  RFP’s have been submitted for 
Brazoria and Fort Bend  TAIP Contracts as well as 
submissions to United Way for 2008 funding.  United 
Way has been integral to the success of Brazos Place.  
We appreciate all their efforts.  The RightStep 
Program kicked off in April.  The RightStep is an 
insurance funded Outpatient Treatment Program.  

Awards and Grants ~ Other Funding SourcesAwards and Grants ~ Other Funding Sources

Board of Board of 
Directors Directors 

Left to Right:  Cliff Dusek and Cheryl Young

Cheryl Young , CFO and Co-Director                     Linda Buechter,  Program Director and Co-Director   

BRAZOS PLACE  Receives DonationBRAZOS PLACE  Receives Donation
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In April Linda Buechter, 
Program Director and 
Co-Director, submitted 
question and answer 
articles to be published 
monthly in The Facts, to 
educate the public 
about substance abuse.

Co-Directors, Cheryl 
and Linda and Board 
President, Irene Ocanas 
attended Mainland and 
Brazoria County United 
Way funding committee 
meetings to explain the 
programs and fund 
requests in March and 
April.

On June 6th, Cheryl 
attended the 
orientation program to 
become partners with 
the Houston Food Bank 
for purchase of Food at 
discount rates.  The 
application was 
submitted on June 11th

and we are waiting for 
final approval.

Cheryl and Linda 
attended the Directors 
Meeting for the 
Mainland United Way on 
June 13th in Texas City.

Linda, along with 2 
counselors, Anita 
English and Rose 
Vargas, attended  
classes in San Antonio 
from June 20 – 23,2007 
to obtain Continuing 
Educations Units for 
Licensure requirements.

Directors CornerDirectors Corner
BRAZOS PLACE and Houston Food Bank PartnershipBRAZOS PLACE and Houston Food Bank Partnership

Special MentionSpecial Mention

Staff News  Staff News  

Brazos Place has completed the application process for
Participation in the Houston Food Bank food distribution
Program.  This partnership will be a win-win situation
For the Houston Food Bank and For Brazos Place.
Brazos Place will be able to purchase staple kitchen
supplies for cents per pound with a delivery charge.
The Houston Food Bank will support another agency and
come closer to reaching their target goal of distributing
38 million pounds of food, while serving over 400 
agencies in 18 counties.  This will require our kitchen
staff to be “on their toes” to be sure items on the menu 
are in stock on time.  This will lower the cost of
food service and only the items not available through
the food bank will be ordered through our existing
food vendor.  We look forward to this partnership.

Brazos Place would like to welcome our newest                   
Board of Directors Member,

Rebecca Vermillion Shawver
Rebecca is on the staff of Brazosport College,
heading up their Grant Department.  She brings
a wealth of knowledge that will be beneficial
to Brazos Place in her role as board member.
Thanks for her willingness to be part of the 
success of  Brazos Place.

Happy Birthdays are extended to our special staff

April Cecelia Gilley (1st)

June Christine Edwards (8th)  Ruth Rollerson (10th)

Wanda McGehee (20th)  Marilyn Coday (26th)

Cindy Lively (28th)        Rosa Garrett (29th)

Welcome to our newest staff members

Direct Care Tamara Burton, Marilyn Coday,  Sandra Edwards

& Karen Toller

Administration Cecelia Gilley   Kitchen Wendy Rangel

http://www.brazosplace.org
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TestimonialsTestimonials

Spotlight on our EmployeesSpotlight on our Employees
This quarter features our Direct Care Staff.  
Since Brazos Place is a 24-hour facility, it is our 
Direct Care ladies who keep us going around the 
clock.
Our day shift currently consists of Subair 
Spencer, Direct Care Operations Supervisor.
Subair has been with Brazos Place for 14 years.  
Her day staff consists of Christine Edwards –
2-1/2 years, Sandra Edwards – 6 months, 
Cynthia Jones – 3-1/4 years and our  weekend 
part-time staff, Karen Toller – new.
Our evening shift consists of Tamara Burton –
new, Marilyn Coday – 1 month, Rosa Garrett
– 6 years, Cindy Lively – 3-1/2 years  and 
Wanda McGehee – 8 months.
Our graveyard shift consists of Linda Behrens –
10 months, Sherunda Hall – 2-1/2 years and 
Hilda Reyes – 4-1/2 years.
Brazos Place values our Direct Care Staff and 
recognize each lady for their commitment to the 
facility and to the welfare of our clients.

I want to thank this Rehab Center for being an inspiration on my recovery.  Brazos Place is 
like One Big Family.  I want to thank Linda, Direct Staff, Med Ladies and Night Shift Direct 
Staff for being there for me.  Also I would really like to thank my Counselor LoQuita Watson 
and my process group for helping me come out of my shell.  I would recommend the Brazos 
Place to anyone that needs help.  Thanks again Brazos Staff.    

Inspired ClientInspired Client

I can honestly say my life would still be on a downward spiral if it weren’t for Brazos Place.  
The self-awareness that working the treatment plan has taught me is unparalleled to 
anything I could have learned myself.  I am happily looking forward to graduating in 30 days 
and applying the tools I’ve learned to everyday life.

Upward ClimberUpward Climber

Brazos Place is a life saving, life changing place, where I learned to surrender my life to 
something different – “a higher power”.  The person formerly running my life, “ME” wasn’t 
very good at it, and was in great denial of the disease that Brazos Place taught me so much 
about.
In conclusion, I feel deep gratitude and appreciation towards the counselors and staff, and 
feel now that I have a new lease on life, and skills to maintain my recovery because of this 
place.

Thank Thank ““ GodGod”” for Brazos Placefor Brazos Place

Front: Subair Spencer, Cynthia Jones ~ Middle: 
Rosa Garrett, Wanda McGehee, Hilda Reyes ~ Back: 
Sherunda Hall, Cynthia Edwards, Marilyn Coday, 
Cindy Lively, Sandra Edwards, Tamara Burton
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Brazos Place Receives Exemplar Award forBrazos Place Receives Exemplar Award for
Participation Participation –– United Way of Brazoria County 2006 CampaignUnited Way of Brazoria County 2006 Campaign
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Linda Buechter and Cheryl Young receive an Award from Gloria Luna representing the United 
Way of Brazoria County.  The Exemplar Award is presented to those businesses who 
accomplish 100% employee participation by payroll deduction.  This Award was for the 2006 
United Way Campaign.  Brazos Place is a recipient of United Way Funding and believes we 
as staff members should give as well as receive.  We thank the United Way for the 
opportunity to participate and we thank each staff member for their participation.

Community Foundation Community Foundation –– Women Building Women Building 
Community Grant PresentationCommunity Grant Presentation

Left to Right:  Irene Ocanas, Cheryl Young and Vicki 
Kirby, Executive Director  of the Community Foundation

Brazos Place was one of the 
successful recipients of the Women 
Building Community Grant in the 
amount of $2,500.  The request was 
for funding for our “Pregnant Women 
in Crisis – Changing the Outcomes”
program.  Brazos Place will be able to 
purchase updated training videos and 
materials to teach the latest 
curriculum to this high priority 
population.  It is our hope that by 
changing this generation we will be 
able to stop the snowball of mothers 
having children who continue in the 
substance abuse mindset.  We are 
grateful for this funding.

http://www.brazosplace.org


Brazos Place Receives Proceeds from the Valero Open Hearts Golf Brazos Place Receives Proceeds from the Valero Open Hearts Golf TournamentTournament
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Brazos Place was one of the recipients of the monies 
generated  by the wonderful employees and 
participants in the annual Valero Open Hearts Golf 
Tournament, and through the Mainland 
Communities United Way.  Brazos Place was 
awarded $25,000 and was able to replace carpet in 
16 rooms with tile flooring and replace three (3) 
commercial gas hot water heaters.  The money was 
presented to Cheryl Young by VP & General 
Manager, Mike Harrison of Valero Texas City, with 
those who worked tirelessly to organize the golf 

tournament also being honored for their efforts.

Special Recognition ~ Goodpaster and Associates, Inc.Special Recognition ~ Goodpaster and Associates, Inc.

Once in a while, during the course of taking care of 
business, there is developed a special working 
relationship between two businesses.  Brazos Place would 
like to dedicate this space to acknowledging one such 
special business partner.
Time and again, as our air conditioning system 
malfunctions and is in need of replacement, Ron, Marty, 
and Jason Goodpaster have come to our aid.  They have 
always watched out for the welfare of Brazos Place, giving 
of their time, talent and treasures.
The Board of Directors and staff of Brazos Place recognize 
Goodpaster and Associates, Inc. for exemplary 
workmanship, outstanding customer service and 
innovative thinking to remedy our problems in the most 
cost effective manner.  We thank you for your dedication 
to Brazos Place.

http://www.brazosplace.org


Your Help is needed

DONATE TODAY

I tem s Needed
Linens 

Sheets (twin size) Towels
Pillows               Blankets

Personal Hygiene

Body Soap       Razors
Shampoo         Toothpaste
Conditioner      Toothbrushes
Deodorant

Medications 

Antacids           Multi-Vitamins
Orajel               Cough drops

Big Ticket  
Gas weed-eater 
(2) Wall Mounted Baby 

Changing stations 
Storage Building 
Economy Vehicle
(2) Desktop Computers

Any donation is always needed 
and appreciated 

No matter who you are ……
YOU CAN HELP!!

Brazos Place is a residential 
treatment facility for males and 
females 18+ years old, who 
express a strong desire to begin 
the process of recovery from 
addiction to alcohol or other 
drugs. Many of our clients are 
homeless and are in need of the 
basic necessities. There are 
many ways that you can help. 

Financial Support -
whatever you can afford. 
Donate Items for our  
clients in need. (see list) 

Call or E-mail TODAY!
For more information on how to get involved, call Cecelia Gilley – Volunteer Coordinator

979-233-3826 ext 100                                                 cgilley@txbs.net

www.brazosplace.org
(979) 233-3826                      fax (979) 233-3708

1103 North Avenue H                           Freeport  Texas                   77541
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2007 Annual Fundraiser & Garage Sale2007 Annual Fundraiser & Garage Sale

W at ch t h e Gar ag e Sale l i st in g s in 
t h e p ap er f o r t h e an n ou n cem en t 

f o r t h e Br azos Place An n u al 
Gar ag e Sale an d Fu n d r a iser .

Th e Sale w i l l b e h eld a t 4 1 2 
Dog w ood St r eet in Lak e Jack son 

in la t e Ju ly o r Ear ly Au g u st in 
t im e f o r b ack t o sch oo l .

W e ar e b u sy accep t in g d on at ion s 
o f i t em s t o b e in clu d ed in t h e 

sa le.   Th is w i l l b e a g r eat 
op p or t u n i t y t o su p p or t t h e w or k 

o f Br azos Place! 

I f y ou h av e i t em s t o d on at e, o r 
w an t m or e in f o r m at ion ca l l 

2 3 3 - 3 8 2 6 .


